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Jio is acting as the biggest disruptor with its free
streaming of I PL. Reliance had bagged the digital rights
of the event, pursued a shrewd strategy of offering a
low cost broadband plans and with it streaming the
games free on its OTT platform - JioCinema for its
subscribers.

The agenda was to lure subscribers from the
traditional way of viewing IPL on television and get
themto digital streaming platform. Thiswill affect Cable
TV and the DTH stakeholders.

The cable industry is still coming to terms with
TRAI’s latest NTO 3.0, where the local cable TV
operators have to raise monthly rates for cable
connection by 10-15%. This move of Jio comes as a
double whammy to the LCO / MSO community. | am
amazed at this community’s resilience and survival
appetitein the midst of major upheavalsand disruptions
witnessed over the past three decades. | am optimistic
that they will overcome this and come out stronger. For
this, the cable industry needs to fine-tune its strategy
and get its act together.

Free Dish is having a phenomenal run with its
auction and Prasar Bharati is raking in the moolah.
Prasar Bharati raked in up to Rs 1070 crores fromthe
auction. Free Dish is another challenge for the cable
TV community as it spreads its tentacles across India
with its free-to-air business model.

The last of the hurdles for the Sony — Zee merger
seems to have ended with Zee settling all its debtors. So
we should seethe merger process getting completed very
soon. It will beinteresting to see the renewed battl e after
that between Sony-Zee, Disney-Hotstar & Jio —Viacom.

All major reports released by various industry
players have rightly projected the growth of the OTT
market in the coming years, decades...etc. Whilst thisis
true to a large extent, my gut feeling is that the legacy
industry of cable TV and DTH will also co-exist. No
matter even if they receive a major battering from the
current disruptions, theseindustry stakeholdersaint going
anywhere. They are going to be around and will enjoy
the party for some more time. Cheersto that!
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